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Introduction 
 
In 1970, Danish economist Ester Boserup published “Women’s Role in Economic 
Development,” which argued that the role of women in economic development has been 
underestimated, underappreciated, and underinvested for centuries. Boserup’s work led to the 
UN International Year for Women in 1975 and presaged a significant advancement of the role 
women play in the global economy.  Despite major progress in the decades since, many 1

obstacles to equal opportunity for women still remain. 
 
In some areas, progress still has far to go. Women continue to earn less than men (60 to 75 
percent of men’s wages in many nations) while, in the words of the World Bank, bearing 
“disproportionate responsibility for housework and care.”  In other areas, progress that has been 2

made is tenuous and in danger of stalling out and reversing. In the US, new data from Pew 
Research Center show that while the percentage of women in the workforce has risen 
dramatically in recent decades, the growth is expected to stagnate and reverse over the next 40 
years.  3

 
The massive changes sweeping across the world’s largest industries also threaten to further 
complicate the prospect of economic equality for women. A recent memo from the United 
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) notes, “The 
world of work is undergoing rapid transformations driven by unprecedented technological 
shifts… The impact of these changes on women is varied and gives rise to both opportunities 
and risks.”  
 
Among risk factors, UN Women notes that as technology propels greater automation across 
industries, “women are more likely than men to be employed in occupations at high risk of 
automation. Similarly, women, workers with less education and workers in lower-wage 
occupations are more likely to be impacted by automation and consequent job losses.” 
According to the World Economic Forum, the job sectors that are projected to grow the most by 
2020 (including computer/mathematical, architecture/engineering, and management) have low 
rates of women participation, while sectors expected to decline have high rates of women 
participation.  4

 
Meanwhile, UN Women points to the “gig” or sharing economy as one transformation that could 
have potential positive impact for women. Airbnb is a pioneer in the sharing economy and, in 

1 Lorraine Corner; Women's Role in Economic Development. Eur Rev Agric Econ 2008; 35 (4): 598-601. doi: 10.1093/erae/jbn037. 
Accessed February 17, 2017, at 
https://academic.oup.com/erae/article-abstract/35/4/598/513051/Women-s-Role-in-Economic-Development?redirectedFrom=fulltext 
2 World Development Report (2012). Chapter 2: the Persistence of Gender Inequality. Page 80. Accessed January 3, 2017, at 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDR2012/Resources/7778105-1299699968583/7786210-1315936222006/chapter-2.pdf.  
3 Richard Fry and Renee Stepler (2017). “Women may never make up half of the U.S. workforce.” Pew Research Center. Accesses 
February 3, 2016, at http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/01/31/women-may-never-make-up-half-of-the-u-s-workforce/ 
4 Jacqueline Simmons and Jeff Green (2017). "The Rise of Robots Will Make the Tech Gender Gap Even Worse." Bloomberg 
Technology. Accessed February 14, 2017, at 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-01-23/rise-of-powerful-women-at-davos-belies-coming-job-destruction 
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fact, has long been powered by a worldwide community of women hosts. And, of course, the 
work of person-to-person hospitality on Airbnb is one that cannot be automated. 
 
Hosting on Airbnb is not a panacea for the myriad obstacles to greater empowerment that 
women face worldwide. But through platforms like Airbnb, women around the world are finding a 
new source of supplemental income and a new opportunity for economic security and 
independence. As Airbnb’s first dedicated study of women hosts, this report examines how 
women have developed into a growing force in the Airbnb community, how women hosts 
engage with Airbnb, and how Airbnb can provide women hosts with the means for greater 
financial, professional, and social empowerment. 
 
The Airbnb community is powered by women around the world. 
An estimated more than 1 million women host on Airbnb, making up 55 percent of the global 
Airbnb host community. While women participate in the general workforce at 68 percent of the 
rate that men participate, women host on Airbnb at 120 percent of the rate of men.  
 
In fact, Airbnb has always been powered by a strong community of women hosts. Throughout 
Airbnb’s history, women have consistently made up the majority of our global host community. 
 
FIGURE 1: Global Growth of Women Host Community Since 2012 

 
Our community of women hosts has tracked with our rapid growth. 
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As the driving force behind Airbnb’s global community, women hosts are also seeing significant 
financial, professional, and social impact from their hosting. Since Airbnb’s founding in 2008, 
women hosts on Airbnb have earned more than $10 billion in income. In 2016, more than 
200,000 women hosts worldwide each earned at least $5,000 USD (or the equivalent in their 
home currency) from hosting on Airbnb.  
 
In the pages that follow, we use data and personal stories to examine why women are choosing 
to participate in hosting through Airbnb, and we explore the ways in which Airbnb can provide 
women with the financial, professional, and social tools for greater self-sufficiency. Airbnb is a 
global community that spans more than 190 countries, and the travel industry is particularly 
impactful to the world economy, accounting for nearly 10 percent of global gross domestic 
product and 1 in every 11 jobs.  This report includes both global data, as well as data that 5

focuses specifically on the Airbnb community across a diverse subset of countries: Argentina, 
Brazil, China, France, Germany, India, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Morocco, South Africa, Spain, the 
UK, and the US.  
 
 

 
  

5 World Travel & Tourism Council (2016). “Travel & Tourism Economic Impact 2016 Annual Update Summary.”  Accessed February 
14, 2017, at 
https://www.wttc.org/-/media/files/reports/economic-impact-research/2016-documents/economic-impact-summary-2016_a4-web.pdf. 
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Economic Opportunity 
 
Financial empowerment for women has far-reaching effects. As the World Bank recently noted, 
increasing the share of household income controlled by women boosts spending in ways that 
benefit children, strengthening economic growth and intergenerational mobility.  6

 
Hosting on platforms like Airbnb is a powerful tool to empower women in countries around the 
world. Women hosts can earn significant income through hosting on Airbnb. 
 
FIGURE 2: Typical Annual Income for Women Airbnb Hosts in 2016 

 
This income can also be especially meaningful when controlled for purchasing power or 
compared to typical household cost of living in the communities where women are hosting. 
Typical Airbnb income for women hosts in some countries can represent a significant 
percentage of annual household expenditures. 
 

6 World Development Report (2012). 
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FIGURE 3: Comparing Typical Airbnb Income for Women Hosts to Average Annual Household Expenditures 

 
Notes: Annual household expenditures is household consumption in constant 2005 USD, which is a measure of what 
households spent to purchase goods and services over a year. Annual household expenditure data is taken from the 
Canback Global Income Distribution Database,  accessed at https://cgidd.com/national-Selection.aspx on February 6, 2017.  

 
Hosting is not a blanket solution to global problems of economic inequality, but it can provide an 
important, independent stream of income for women hosts. 
 
The Gender Pay Equity Gap and Airbnb 
Globally, women earn less than men at an average of 60 to 75 cents per dollar of men’s income, 
as per UN Women. Across most countries, the lowest income brackets are made up of a 
disproportionately high number of women, while the highest income brackets are made up of a 
disproportionately high number of men.  
 
This imbalance is also reported by the Airbnb host community for their income earned outside of 
hosting: a higher percentage of women hosts report to us that their non-hosting income falls in 
the lowest bracket, while a higher percentage of men hosts report to us that their income (for 
money earned outside of Airbnb) falls in the highest bracket. 
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